
Bibliography 
“Reading for Information.” Library Learning Commons. Waterloo Region District School Board, 2012. Web. 5 Dec. 2012. 

 
 

Skimming and Scanning for Resources and Search Terms 

In your early stages of research you will not be reading books cover to cover or articles from top to bottom. 
You will be skimming and scanning resources to determine if they will be valuable for your continued research.  
This is also a time to gather additional search terms to help you narrow your topic and expand your 
knowledge.   

 
What do you look for when you skim and scan books, articles, and websites. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Books 

Table of Contents 
Title Page 

Copy Right Date 
Chapter Headings 

Index 
Illustrations 
Summaries 

Author Biography 
 
 

 

Articles from 
Popular Magazines 

 
Title & Subtitle 

Publication 
Publication Date 

Author 
Summary 

Sub-Headings 
Illustrations 

 
 

 

Articles from 
Scholarly or Academic Journals 

 

Title & Subtitle 
Publication 

Publication Date 
Author 

Summary 
Sub-Headings 
Illustrations 

Abstract 
Introduction 
Discussion 
Conclusion 
References 

 

 

Web Page 
 

Site Menu 
Illustrations 

Author and Organization 
Last Update 

 

 

For additional information visit: 
 

http://library.wrdsb.ca/research
/reading-for-information/ 


